
>    NEWS / WINTER 2010-2011

Volume 13 / Number 2  WINTER 2010-2011

FTI Report 
Fall Training Institute 2010, Dubai
NESA’s ninth annual Fall Training Institute was held at the American School of Dubai — a NESA mem-
ber — November 5-6. Over 260 educators from around the region attended one of six intensive 
two-day ‘institutes’. 

NESA thanks Superintendent, Harold Fleetham and the faculty and staff of the American School of 
Dubai for their support and logistical assistance in making this Fall Training Institute a success.

FLC REPORT 

School Leaders Return to Kathmandu 
for Fall Leadership Conference — 
October 21-24, 2010

More than 400 educational leaders from around the NESA region and beyond attended this year’s 
Fall Leadership Conference at the Hyatt Regency Kathmandu – within walking distance of the his-
toric and religious landmark, the Bodhnath Stupa. NESA superintendents, principals, curriculum 
coordinators, trustees, business managers, and other school leaders last gathered in Nepal 11 
years ago!

After welcome remarks by Scott H. DeLisi, US Ambassador to Nepal, and Phil Clinton, Director of 
Lincoln School — our host school in Kathmandu — opening keynoter Tom Guskey challenged del-
egates’ notions of leadership and change in “Becoming a More Deliberate Educator”. On Saturday, 
Jay McTighe asserted that some teachers and administrators misunderstand their professional 
missions in “What’s My Job as a Teacher (When I’m NOT with Students)?” Sunday morning, Char-
lotte Danielson’s keynote asked the tough question, “How Do 20th Century Teachers Engage 21st 
Century Learners? It’s Not About Technology, but About Thinking”. Sunday’s closing keynote by 
Pat Bassett, “Schools of the Future: The Four Fundamental Questions,” clarified the issues involved 
in designing ‘21st Century Schools’ and served as a call to action.

Delegates took advantage of in-depth training opportunities by attending four-hour institutes con-
ducted by specialist speakers Thursday, Friday and Saturday and three sessions of hour-long gen-
eral interest workshops on various topics. Separate three-day institutes took place for Business 
Managers and for Board Members/Trustees. There was a special session for Admissions Profes-
sionals. The following awards were given: MSA Accreditation Awards, NESA Virtual Science Fair 
Awards, and NESA’s Finis Engleman Award, which was bestowed on Pat Bassett, President of the 
National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS), for his dedication to the collaborative and 
progressive partnership between NAIS and NESA and his contributions to international education. 

NESA conferences combine professional development and personal renewal through social and 
cultural events. Delegates reconnected at Thursday’s “Welcome Reception” in the Hyatt’s charm-
ing pool gardens. Saturday evening, delegates enjoyed a cultural, historical, artistic and culinary 
extravaganza at Bhaktapur, a UNESCO World Heritage site. Delegates were greeted by the towns-
people in the ‘City of Devotees’, with traditional music and dancing, and were then led through the 
medieval streets to Durbar Square for a buffet dinner and a cultural dance performance. NESA 
delegates were privileged to be able to explore and enjoy the ‘cultural capital of Nepal’.

NESA thanks Lincoln School and its Director, Phil Clinton and the faculty and staff for their support 
and assistance in making this year’s Fall Leadership Conference a success.  

Pat Bassett, (r) Barbara Bassett and David Chojnacki

Gala Dinner sponsors, GBG TieCare International 

Dancers at Bhaktatpur

FTI speaker, Hanada Taha-Thomure

Literacy Coaching cohort
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Teacher Rep
Meeting, 
TAISM, Muscat, Oman
Thirty one teacher representatives met with David Chojnacki, NESA’s Execu-
tive Director, at The American International School of Muscat, Oman on Sep-
tember 24 for the annual teacher rep meeting. Topics discussed included lat-
est school developments, teacher workshops and preparations for the 2011 
Spring Educators Conference in Bangkok (April 2-5, Royal Orchid Sheraton).

NESA thanks TAISM’s Director, Kevin Schafer and the faculty and staff for 
their support and assistance.

The NVSF Projects
Reshape and Rejuvenate for 2010-11 

The NVSF and NVSF5th training workshops for the 2010-
11 school year were held at Cairo American College, Octo-
ber 13-16.  CAC (especially Cathy Berghahn) rolled out the 
red carpet and more to host school coordinators from 20 
NESA schools as well as the American Community School 
of Tunisia and the Benjamin Franklin School of Barcelona. 

This year the NVSF platform for the event has shifted to 
Moodle. Brian Turner, ACS Abu Dhabi, and our NVSF Tech 
Guru, led us through a well-developed training module on 
how to set up and initiate the shift from BlackBoard to 
Moodle. The new NVSF platform will be sleeker and easier 
to use once implemented with the NVSF team looking for-
ward to a new design model for e-mentor collaboration de-
veloped by Dr Randy Spaid, NVSF Co-Director and Project 
Researcher.  His research showed increasing involvement 
of e-mentors and their research teams, but the level of rich 
collaboration was not as effective as perceived, therefore Dr 

Spaid along with Cathy Berghahn at CAC developed a new structure to ensure a more rich and dynamic experience among the e-mentors and research 
teams.  This new structure will include weekly prompts to e-mentors to coach and scaffold their conversations with middle school students, instant e-mail 
notifications when conversations have been posted in the e-diary and finally an exciting new addition called “Ask-an-NVSF Scientist.”  Dr Spaid will recruit 
practicing scientists to answer questions posed by our NVSF students prior to the kick-off of the NVSF on February 1, 2011. 

“Whatever the middle school can do, the 5th grade NVSF can do also,” says Mike Levinson, WBAIS Elementary School Principal and NVSF5th Director. 
The same shift, changes and excitement seen at the NVSF training workshop was repeated with the 5th grade teams.  Dr Eric Brunsell, University of Wis-
consin – Oshkosh, has joined the 5th grade team to help develop better habits of science among our high school e-mentors and 5th grade teachers.  Dr 
Brunsell has been with the NVSF project as an e-mentor for 5 years.  He became extremely interested in the 5th grade project and will add his expertise 
and endless resources to the ongoing professional development that has characterized the NVSF.  As the NVSF continues to lead the paradigm shift in 
online collaborative science fairs, Dr Whitney Elmore, the Director of NAIS Virtual Science Fairs, and Dr Gabriela Johas-Ahrend, the Director of Virtual 
Science Fair – Deutschland both attended the training sessions to learn more about our innovative strategies.

First place awards and trophies were handed out at the Fall Leadership Conference in Katmandu to WBAIS – Israel for the NVSF Middle School and to 
AIS Chennai for the NVSF5th.  
sfleischer@wbais.org 

By Stuart Fleischer, NVSF Project Manager and Science Teacher, WBAIS, Israel 

NVSF team in Cairo
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NESA Virtual School 
Successfully Changing Horses

Midstream (from Blackboard to Moodle) 
The old adage about changing horses has a little know second part: “... unless your 
horse isn’t going to make it to the other side.” The NESA Virtual School (NVS) has 
proven with flying colors that it isn’t about software, it is about an energetic, ambi-
tious, and dedicated community of learners, ready and willing to work to provide its 
participating schools with powerful tools for blended learning, for collaboration, and 
for emergency continuity of operations. This is what we clearly saw together this 
year at our recent annual NVS meetings in Kathmandu.

One short year ago in Athens the NVS group decided to seriously explore a trans-
formation of the project platform - from Blackboard to Moodle - a bold proposition 
indeed. By last spring the plans were in place, and thanks to the leadership of David 
Chojnacki, NESA Director, and of Bea Cameron, of the Office of Overseas Schools, 
the NVS Project was afforded a “transitional year” - with the availability of both 
Blackboard and Moodle. With careful planning, each school has been engaged in 
this process, and now 14 of the 18 schools have already brought up their sites and 
effectively have fully switched to Moodle.

Much to our pleasure, the group has found Moodle to be a much more vital and accessible learning platform than Blackboard, and so its deployment has 
in many cases almost been spontaneous. We are all pleased with the degree of autonomy that each school has with its site presentation, with user and 
course management, and with integration with other educational products (such as GoogleApps or Turnitin). We are also very excited about about the 
prospects of collaboration that Moodle Networking functionality makes possible for us.

The NVS group also now represents the NESA region in a global collaboration of schools similarly and collectively using Moodle. The MAIS (Mediter-
ranean), CEESA (Central Europe), and TRI-A (Central American and Carribean) regions, along with NESA, are already part of this new global consortium 
called the World Virtual School Network. The NVS Project has provided much of the trailblazing for this exciting new global initiative.

All in all, the NVS Project is clearly stronger than ever - and now also provides us with a wonderful model of sustainable collaboration through a major 
metamorphosis (or necessary horse changing, if you will).
nvsproject@gmail.com

By Ken Paynter, NESA Virtual School Project Manager

NVS contingent at the Fall Leadership Pre-conference in Kathmandu

Of Interest. . .
• Technology quiz – This 10-question test from Edutopia helps you assess your computer 
knowledge: http://www.edutopia.org/quiz-tech-savvy-teaching 

“News to Use” in Middle Ground, October 2010 (Vol. 14, #2, p. 6)

• Disney’s Planet Challenge – This is a project-based environmental competition for grades 
4-6 designed to empower students to make a difference in their school, home, and local com-
munity: http://www.disney.com/planetchallenge 

“News to Use” in Middle Ground, October 2010 (Vol. 14, #2, p. 7) 

• A foldable graphic organizer for studying vocabulary – This online study aid is espe-
cially helpful for English language learners as they master vocabulary and definitions:
http://newsouthvoices.uncc.edu/files/nsv/institute/Foldables.pdf 

“Helping ELLs Master the Dreaded Word Problem” by Diana Picchi Cwynar and Susan Hewett 
in Middle Ground, October 2010 (Vol. 14, #2, p. 34)

The above resources/suggestions appeared in the Marshall Memo: A Weekly Round-up of 
Important Ideas and Research in K-12 Education, No. 356, October 18, 2010. To subscribe, 
visit www.marshallmemo.com.

Have You Heard
of the Marshall 
Memo?
This “weekly round-up of important ideas and 
research in K-12 education” is an important re-
source for all educators. Kim Marshall, a former 
elementary school principal in Massachusetts, 
summarizes 5-10 articles from 44 publications 
with “the most potential to improve teaching, 
leadership and learning.” A one-year individual 
subscription is $50 per year (rate drops for mul-
tiple subscribers), for about 50 weekly emailed 
issues. See samples of Mr Marshall’s summaries 
in this issue of NESA NEWS. 
www.marshallmemo.com
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“There are no silver bullets in education,” says author/consultant Douglas 
Reeves in this American School Board Journal article. “But writing – par-
ticularly nonfiction writing – is about as close as you can get to a single 
strategy that has significant and positive effects in nearly every other area 
of the curriculum. Nonfiction writing is the backbone of a successful lit-
eracy and student achievement strategy.”

The results of an insufficient focus on writing K-12 are well known in col-
leges (large numbers of students need remedial courses) and the work-
place ($3 billion a year is spent bucking up the writing skills of new em-
ployees). The writing gap can be traced back to the early grades, where 
phonics-based reading programs build fluency but not deeper comprehen-
sion. . .

Why aren’t students being asked to do more writing? It’s partly because 
some state tests aren’t assessing writing, and partly because of a myo-
pic focus on reading skills during the literacy block. “This wrongheaded 
approach denies research that shows that, when students improve their 
ability to describe, explain, and persuade in writing, they also improve their 
reading comprehension,” says Reeves. “And when they improve their skills 
in writing and reading, they also improve their performance – even on mul-
tiple-choice tests – in math, science, social studies, and other subjects.” 

The Lake Villa K-8 school district in Illinois has made writing a core part of 
its improvement strategy. Teachers have students write to a prompt every 
six weeks and use home-grown rubrics to analyze the writing, spot areas 
of weakness, give immediate feedback to students, and share successful 
practices among themselves. . .The district has posted impressive gains in 
student achievement, even as poverty levels in the district have increased. 

Budget cuts have led the state of Illinois to eliminate writing from state 
assessments, but this hasn’t changed Lake Villa’s strategy. “We’re doing 
the right thing,” says [Superintendent] John Van Pelt, “and that’s all there 
is to it. Writing helps kids get ready for high school, college, and life, and 
we’re not going to stop just because it’s not on the test.”

“The Write Way” by Douglas Reeves in American School Board Journal, 
November 2010 (Vol. 197, #11, p. 46-47), no e-link available. Dr Reeves 
will keynote and present an institute at the 2011 NESA Spring Educators 
Conference in Cairo, Egypt, April 2-5. dreeves@leadandlearn.com.

This article summary was excerpted from the Marshall Memo: A Weekly 
Round-up of Important Ideas and Research in K-12 Education, No. 357, 
October 25, 2010. To subscribe, visit www.marshallmemo.com.

The Importance of Writing in the Curriculum
By Doug Reeves 

Do you always find in-service day activities inspir-
ing? The AIS Israel Professional Development Group 
(PDG) lead by Fred Daly didn’t want to miss an op-
portunity and came up with a teacher-to-teacher 
initiative they hoped would not disappoint. The 
PDG invited their colleagues to share favorite tools, 
methods, projects, and resources in an activity that 
teachers would find motivating, and came up with 
the idea of a teacher resource flea market.

The resource ‘Flea Market’, as the PDG named the 
event, sprang up on the main highway of the school - 
the library. It looked and sounded like a true Oriental 
souk.  Materials and posters arranged around each 
presenter’s table were much like the colorful shops 
found in local bazaars. By flea market standards, 
it was a big success: The library was crowded with 
teacher customers and merchants, laments from 
the crowd were heard at closing time from those 
who wanted more time to shop, there were many 
requests to repeat the flea market activity in the fu-
ture, and the “sellers” had many follow-up lists cre-
ated during the sharing time.

The purpose of the teacher flea market was to en-
courage teachers to use technology in their class-
room and to become familiar with projects run by 
their peers. Twenty-one teachers put their activities 
on display, including Conflict Management in the 
Classroom;  iEARN projects; the HP Tablet laptop; 

Do Professional Development and a Flea Market Have 
Anything in Common?!
By Marina Brodsky, Librarian, WBAIS

the Silent Conversation & Wonderful Words 
approach; Lies, Damned Lies and Statistics;  
Responsibilities in the one-to-one classroom; 
iGoogle; technology in teaching French; 23 
Things; Sky Drive; teacher - librarian collabora-
tion, and more. 

All the presentations featured inter-disciplinary 
and multi-level applications. For example, the 
iEARN presentation proved that we do not have 
to be a techie to engage students to learn with 
others round the globe. The kindergarten teach-
ers showed how Morning messages (brief, color 
coded messages structured in the same way ev-
ery day to help decode sentences) are suitable 
for all levels of readers not just the very young.  
When used by foreign languages teachers, the 
morning message can be applied to grammar or 
spelling activities to work with mistakes children 
need to edit. The concept of Silent Conversation 
the whole class in reading.  A teacher and one 
or two students begin to write back and forth 
on a Smartboard. When this is done in front of 
a group, the children automatically begin read-
ing along, and it usually has a  humorous ending 
with everyone having a good time.

The high school math teacher demonstrated 
how group data is interpreted. This especially 
applies to teachers using Power Grade who look 

at the mean only (ignoring the median). Statis-
tics can be badly distorted and it is necessary 
(when interpreting data) to look at the whole 
picture before drawing conclusions. Part of 
the demonstration also showed how the math 
department uses the TI Smartview in conjunc-
tion with the Smartboard to demonstrate ac-
tions on the graphing calculator.  

All-in-all, the teachers proved to be both good 
flea market shoppers and merchants.  From 
the many activities featured, many new ideas 
were bought and sold! 

Courtesy:
Margaret Knudson, Abby Chill, Loretta Co-
hen, Michelle Power, Pamela Zaidel, Nancy 
Naor, Susie Geller, Stuart Fleischer, Pete 
Sickle, Amy Mei-Zahav, Annie Almekinder, 
Tom Triplett, Diane Vahab, Fred Daly, Rolande 
Schnur.
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Focus on Mathematics
By Erma Anderson, Science/Mathematics Consultant with the Office of Overseas Schools AERO Project

Internationally, schools are engaged in conversations about their mathematics program. Do all students have access to instruction of appropriate grade-
level content in mathematics? What does a measure of academic progress within and across grade levels actually look like? Do our content standards 
provide enough of a map to plan meaningful instruction within each school year? What guides our instructional decisions? What guides our assessments? 
These complex and multi-layered questions are critical and require an examination of important dimensions of curriculum, instruction, and assessment. 
 
Answering these questions requires an understanding of how learning develops. In the past, much attention was focused on developing content standards 
and benchmarks, rather than considering ways learning actually progresses within a grade level or researching how learning “connects and builds” from 
one year to the next. The original AERO Mathematics Standards developed in the late 1990s followed a standards model typically organized into grade 
spans. The general guide for placement of standards at each grade was the perceived beliefs of each school about when and how the big ideas of math-
ematics unfolded. This limited use for planning instruction and assessing learning hindered schools in developing a comprehensive coherent curriculum, 
essential in schools where the mobility of students and teachers is very high. 

The AERO Mathematics Framework developed in 2008 presents the expectations of the K-8 math program as a set of essential, coherent, and manage-
able learning progressions. Learning progressions are webs of interconnected ideas that illustrate how, over time, student’s ideas deepen and become 
more sophisticated in predictable ways. Research-based learning progressions have enabled us to reframe how we think about Standards and Learning 
Expectations for students and to view them from a long-range perspective. By describing a pathway of learning they assist teachers in planning instruction 
and in making an appropriate match between instruction and learners’ needs. 

“ACS is in the first year of implementing the units based on the AERO standards. Our appreciation goes out to The American International School of Muscat 
and the American School of Dubai for sharing their work with us. We have followed [Erma Anderson’s] visit with monthly grade level team meetings about 
math with the Director of Learning, Jean Beyer, and the principal. . .Teams have the opportunity to take one half-day per quarter to work on unit plans. . .”
-Diana Quillin O’Leary, Elementary Principal, American Community School, Amman, Jordan

“The Primary School at OSC in Sri Lanka made mathematics the main focus for curriculum development this school year. . .Math units have been aligned 
using the AERO indicators to make sure there are no gaps in student learning and learning progressions are being developed appropriately. There is more 
writing throughout our math program with daily math messages, math journals and more open-ended assessments. There is an overarching emphasis on 
explanation, reasoning and understanding. Parent education and transparency have gone hand in hand with this. . .”
-Adam Campbell, Elementary Principal, Overseas School of Colombo, Sri Lanka

“TAISM has adopted the Math, Science, Social Studies and World Language standards. . .Probably the most effective component to the AERO Standards 
for TAISM has been the inclusion of performance indicators for many curricular areas. They have provided clarity for the standards as well as clarity in 
articulating what students should know and be able to do at each grade level. We use the AERO standards because . . .they also apply to the international 
setting we work in to meet the needs of students.”
-Dan Hovland, Elementary Principal, The American International School of Muscat

A School Beautification 
Project
By Tarek Dahdah, Assistant Principal, High School, The Abdul Hamid Sharaf School, Jordan 

A group of students with two teachers at The Abdul Hamid Sharaf School recently 
completed a wall display that duplicates Aristotle’s Circle of Politics from Ibn Khal-
dun’s great treatise on social behavior, Al Muqaddimah.  Ibn Khaldun, born 1332 in 
Tunis , traveled widely throughout the Arab world including southern Spain (Al-Anda-
lus or Andalucia in Spanish) working in the service of many influential people.

An article about Ibn Khaldun from the September/October 2006 issue of Saudi Ar-
amco World inspired teacher Tarek Dahdah to decide to start the project in the fall of 
2008. Tarek chose several of his 9th and 10th grade math students to work with him 
as well as Vocational teacher Munir Ghanayem who helped with shelves and cabinets 
and attaching wooden pieces to the wall.  Tarek’s daughter joined the group in April 
2010 with her and Nawaf’s rendition of how the display could look when finished.

We are proud of the work as we are of the Arab scholar Ibn Khaldun. We hope to in-
volve others in similar projects in the near future. The finished display 

Ms Anderson will present two institutes at the Spring Educators Conference in Bangkok.

(l to r): Khalid Badran, 
Rami Nofal, Munir Ghanay-
em, Ghassan Elayan, 
Nawaf Al-Faouri, Rami 
Isleem, Tarek Dahdah
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NOTE: Below are abridged versions of Dr Dur-
den’s “Lessons Learned” and “21st Century 
Skill Set”. The complete lists are at the “NESA 
NEWS” link on the NESA website, www.nesa-
center.org.

To give purpose to learning in the 21st-century 
classroom, I often mentor K-12 and college 
students by sharing lessons I find personally 
useful in navigating the challenges and oppor-
tunities in today’s complex world. The lessons 
are divided into two categories: those of my 
own mentors, and those I call “A 21st-Century 
Skill Set-the Dickinson Dimensions” that inform 
the community I now share at Dickinson Col-
lege.

Lessons Learned From My Mentors:
• Attempt to meet and speak with the great 
people of your time—approach them civilly 
and in an informed manner. Ask them to share 
their advice about how to live an engaged life 
professionally and personally. Ask them about 
their passion and motivation for what they do.
• Be out in the world—engage it safely and 
vigorously, as it is only in this way that things 
happen.
• Live intensely during your first 25 years, since 
during that period you will essentially establish 

Notes to a 21st Century Student
by William G. Durden, President, Dickinson College*

the patterns of your life.
• Never underestimate or belittle any experi-
ence you have in your life. Think about the 
knowledge and skills you gained. You never 
know what might come in handy in another con-
text.
• Develop the ability to anticipate events. Vi-
sualize the endpoint—various possible end-
points—before they occur, as it is good to have 
“already been there.”
• Question the simplicity of an either/or ap-
proach to life. Find meaning in the “grey” area 
and see it as substantive—an active force.
• Live in the connective tissue as well as in the 
bone—that is, appreciate the qualitative and 
associative as well as the quantitative and or-
derly dimensions of life.

A 21st-Century Skill Set—The Dickinson 
Dimensions:
• Write and communicate clearly, persuasively 
and logically in more than one language.
• Possess a global sensibility that permits you 
to be comfortable in the world, and engage it 
without hesitation or anxiety.
• Appreciate that we live in a world with poten-
tially dwindling natural resources. There is no 
need to consume more than is necessary. 
• Gain a comfort level with uncertainty and am-

biguity as these qualities will define much of 
the professional and personal life you will en-
counter.
• Internalize a sense of civility and respect for 
other peoples that considers the interactive 
protocols of a variety of cultures—in more old-
fashioned terms, employ “good manners.”
• Develop a personal voice and use it to speak 
out confidently, yet civilly, on issues that mat-
ter. 
• Appreciate that the liberal-arts education 
you gain at Dickinson is ultimately pragmatic 
and commits you to engage democracy in all 
its manifestations—from citizenship (both his-
torically informed and entrepreneurial) to em-
ployment to public service. This commitment 
defines a distinctively “useful” American edu-
cation as intended by the college’s founder, Dr 
Benjamin Rush, and his friend and fellow revo-
lutionary, Thomas Jefferson. 

* These “Notes” are highlights of a keynote ad-
dress delivered Oct. 13, 2010, in Monterrey, 
Mexico, at the annual meeting of The Tri-Asso-
ciation: The Association of American Schools 
of Central America Colombia-Caribbean and 
Mexico. durden@dickinson.edu

The floods in Pakistan this August at the start of the annual monsoon 
rains, have been of an unprecedented scale, leaving over 14 million peo-
ple displaced and in need of emergency assistance and eventual rehabili-
tation. At the International School of Islamabad, the students and staff 
are all too familiar with humanitarian tragedy and have come together 
immediately to organize fundraising activities to reach out to the people 
affected by the floods.

In the very first week of school, ISOI’s students and staff formed a Flood 
Relief Fund Committee, to organize activities and channel donations. The 
National Honor Society initiated the fundraising by placing donation box-
es around campus. The Middle School next conducted a fundraiser that 
was both fun and fruitful. Known as the “Middle School Rupee War” stu-
dents had to gain points for their grade level, by donating small change to 
their grade level’s donation box. 

In September, ISOI organized a school wide “life-saving kit” assembly 
project. The students of each different grade level were assigned to col-
lect a different item to add to each kit such as soap, towels, oral hygiene 

Reaching Out to Help Those in Need: 
International School of Islamabad Reacts
to Pakistan’s Devastating Floods
By ISOI Flood Relief Committee

Shahina Aftab distributes 
relief goods in the Swat region, 

northern Pakistan 

Students pose with 
their collections from 
the Middle School 
fundraiser 
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Among research-supported strategies, says 
University of Kentucky/Lexington professor 
Thomas Guskey, “one of the most powerful is 
mastery learning. Few strategies have been 
implemented as broadly or evaluated as thor-
oughly during the last 40 years. The core el-
ements of mastery learning also provide the 
foundation for many innovations and interven-
tions that teachers are implementing in class-
rooms today.” 

Benjamin Bloom was the granddaddy of mas-
tery learning; it rested on his conviction that 
virtually all students can reach high levels of 
achievement, given enough time and the right 
learning conditions. Here are the core elements:
• Unit planning – Teachers divide the curriculum 
into chunks and design units to get all students 
to mastery. This parallels the Understanding by 
Design backwards planning process.
• Diagnostic pre-assessments – These tell 
whether students have the prerequisite knowl-
edge and skills to be successful in the unit and 
allow teachers to address any gaps. This is sim-
ilar to the universal screening recommended in 
Response to Intervention (RTI).
• High-quality group instruction – The next step 
is engaging all students in high-quality, whole-
group, developmentally appropriate, research-
based instruction. These lessons are adapted 
to the content, tied to students’ interests and 
experiences, and differentiated according to the 
knowledge, skills, dispositions, and background 

Thomas Guskey on
Mastery Learning

characteristics of students. This is also true of 
Understanding by Design and RTI.
• Interim assessments – These measure stu-
dents’ skill and understanding so far. They are 
assessments for learning, not assessments of 
learning. 
• Corrective instruction – Students get immedi-
ate feedback so they can fix any learning dif-
ficulties and reach mastery (80% or better). 
“High-quality corrective instruction is not the 
same as ‘reteaching,’” says Guskey, “which 
often consists simply of restating the original 
explanations louder and more slowly.” Effec-
tive correctives accommodate student differ-
ences and strive to untangle misconceptions 
and misunderstandings. Correctives typically 
mean spending 10-20 percent more time per 
unit, but Bloom contended that this investment 
of time pays off in remediation time saved later 
in the year.
• Second, parallel interim assessments – “In 
mastery learning, assessments are not a one-
shot, do-or-die experience,” says Guskey. “In-
stead, they are part of an ongoing effort to help 
students learn.” When students have completed 
the corrective assignments, they take a second 
formative assessment on the unit, giving them 
a second chance to succeed. Should students 
who scored 85% on the second assessment 
get the same mark as students who scored 
85% on the first one and didn’t need correc-
tives? Yes, says Guskey. It’s similar to the test 
we take for a driver’s license: “Many individu-

items, and detergent. At the end of the collection, the school came to-
gether as a whole and assembled the kits in the school’s gymnasium on a 
grand scale. The spirit of global citizenship truly came alive as everyone 
worked in an assembly line formation to compile over 1000kits. 
ISOI is now conducting an ongoing Read-a-thon Flood Relief fundraiser in 
which students have gathered sponsors to finance their reading efforts. 
Students have also been selling fundraising greeting cards, participating 
in the NHS walk-a-thon and organizing several other food and bake sales 
for flood relief.

In addition, ISOI has also engaged in spreading awareness about the 
floods. Students have created and shared informative presentations in 
assemblies. They have participated in various teambuilding activities 
such “Lifeboat Pakistan”, in which teams had to create shelter using mini-
mal resources. These activities were designed to allow students to empa-
thize with those whose lives have been affected since security concerns 

have prevented them from personally interacting with the flood victims.
While ISOI is conducting its own fundraisers, the school is also receiving 
donations from international schools and organizations worldwide. Al-
though the school can not send its own staff and vehicles to the camps at 
this time for security reasons, ISOI has partnered with the Shahina Aftab 
Foundation, an organization that is actively working in the relief camps 
and can collaborate with the school, to involve ISOI’s students in its ef-
forts. The Shahina Aftab Foundation places an emphasis on caring for 
women and children in disaster affected regions. To date, with the help 
of international schools around the world, ISOI has raised over $75,000 
for the flood victims. Present efforts are focused on distributing warm 
quilts and clothes, setting up schools and establishing training centers for 
women in the areas most severely affected by the flood, where people are 
now dealing with the snow and cold of winter.

As ISOI furthers its efforts to generate and provide help in the most ef-
fective ways possible, the school is deeply grateful to the many interna-
tional schools and individuals who have stood by its side and have sent in 
contributions. We teach in International Schools because we believe that 
educating global citizens will make a difference.  Please continue to help 
us make a difference here in Pakistan.

als do not pass their driver’s test on the first 
attempt. . .Because they eventually met the 
same high performance standards as those 
who passed on their initial attempt, they re-
ceive the same privileges. The same should 
hold true for students who engage in corrective 
activities and eventually show that they, too, 
have learned well.” 
• Enrichment or extension activities – Students 
who achieved mastery the first time around get 
involved in worthwhile activities that broaden 
and deepen their knowledge and allow them 
to delve into related topics – without moving 
ahead in the instructional sequence. This makes 
it possible for students in the corrective loop to 
rejoin their peers when the next unit begins. 

“Lessons of Mastery Learning” by Thomas Gus-
key in Educational Leadership, October 2010 
(Vol. 68, #2, p. 52-57); this article can be pur-
chased at: http://www.ascd.org/publications/
educational-leadership/current-issue.aspx 
Dr Guskey was a keynote speaker at the re-
cent 2010 NESA Fall Leadership Conference 
in Kathmandu. He can be reached at Guskey@
uky.edu.

This article summary appeared in the Marshall 
Memo: A Weekly Round-up of Important Ideas 
and Research in K-12 Education, No. 356, Oc-
tober 18, 2010. To subscribe, visit www.mar-
shallmemo.com.
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On July 3, 2010 the Jewel of Muscat completed its voyage from Oman 
to Singapore. From its inception, the Jewel of Muscat project was a mis-
sion of learning and discovery. Using archaeological evidence from a 9th 
century shipwreck discovered near Belitung, Indonesia, along with written 
and iconographic material from that same era, project director Dr Tom 
Vosmer and his construction team made a herculean effort to ensure that 
their reconstructed vessel was as true to the original 9th century ship as 
possible. The product of that collective effort—the Jewel of Muscat--was 
not only authentic, but supremely seaworthy and stunningly beautiful--a 
magnificent sculpture in wood, every millimeter of which was crafted by 
the sharp eyes and experienced hands of skilled artisans. 

The Voyage of the 
Jewel of Muscat
By Robert Jackson, History Teacher, The American International School of 
Muscat (TAISM)
During the voyage of  the Jewel of Muscat Robert served as crewman,
photographer, web-log writer, and medic. 

For the crew, however, the Jewel was far more than a beautiful ship. She 
was our teacher and friend. As we struggled through the slow, hot days of 
our passage to India, and later across the rough seas of the Bay of Bengal, 
she taught us long-forgotten lessons in 9th century seamanship: how to 
steer with a quarter rudder; how to use leather and goat fat to prevent 
ropes from chafing; how to trim the square sails to maximum efficiency; 
how to sail safely through fifty-knot winds; and how to determine our lati-
tude by using the ancient kamal to measure the altitude of stars. As a 
result of these lessons, we developed a new and acute appreciation for the 
skills and courage of the ancient Arab mariners in whose wakes we sailed. 
In the 9th century, without a compass to guide them, but with an astonish-
ingly accurate and detailed understanding of the stars, sun and planets, we 
managed to cross the immensity of the Indian Ocean and arrive safely in 
distant ports with our precious cargoes. In doing so, we united people and 
nations together in commerce, faith, and friendship--creating and sustain-
ing the longest and most enduring trade route in history. 

All of us aboard the Jewel of Muscat learned many important lessons 
during our great adventure—and no doubt additional lessons will reveal 
themselves farther into the future. After all the joys and challenges that 
we shared during the voyage from Muscat, it was painful to walk away 
from the Jewel and leave her behind in Singapore. But we departed know-
ing that this marvelous vessel, which had borne us so splendidly across 
the seas, has another mission to fulfill. Carefully housed and displayed in 
her new museum home, and standing proudly alongside the spectacular 
cargo from the original Belitung shipwreck, the Jewel of Muscat will con-
tinue to awe people with her beauty, teach them with her experience, and 
inspire them with her story for many generations to come.  For her proud 
crew, she will remain our teacher and friend, and will always retain a spe-
cial place in our hearts. 
 

 

Crew of Jewel of Muscat with TAISM’s
Robert Jackson far right

www.nesacenter.org
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The first project that we decided to embark upon was one that held personal value for both of us.  We 
arrived in Athens only two years ago and we faced numerous difficulties adapting to our new environ-
ment. As we entered school in the middle of a school year, we felt that a simple guidebook written from 
a students’ perspective would have been extremely handy. 

We wanted something useful that could welcome new students to ACS Athens in the years to come. This 
project involved utilizing our existing team of over twenty students, collectively brainstorming, creating 
a table of contents and assigning roles to each chapter—the gist of which aims to help new students 
transition to their new school and possibly their new country.

By establishing the New Students’ Initiative (NSI) we have grown as student leaders within our com-
munity and our first project has even inspired a friend of ours to start a similar project as he moves to a 
new school in a foreign country.  

We, as a group, seek to encourage talented and creative ACS Academy students, as well as international 
students from other schools, to build upon the status quo in order to improve it and to make our com-
munity a better place where ideas can flourish.
“The idea behind this handbook is that it is written by students for students in a way that they 
can relate to. Our aim is to help new students get through their first year at ACS as smoothly 
as possible.”

Throughout our student-written handbook you will find a number of articles related to issues that you 
might face as you become part of our ACS community. 

We (the editors) were new to ACS not so long ago and therefore are familiar with what new students 
are going through. We hope that this publication will help ease the transition of new students into our 
community and that it will help them to take full advantage of the opportunities provided at our school. 
Link to the online version of the Survival Kit: http://tiny.cc/acs-survival-kit

Students Create Their Own 
New Students’ Survival Kit 
By Gaith Kalai, ACS Athens Class of 2011 and Laith Kalai, ACS Athens Class of 2012

The “New Student Initiative”, NSI, was launched as a result of two students’ attempt to make 
their community a better place for ideas to prosper. Laith and Gaith Kalai started with the idea 
that potential for innovation within any given high school community is endless—especially 
within the ACS Athens Academy. Below, is an overview of how the two brothers initiated their 
first project for their organization, NSI and made the New Students’ Survival Kit a reality:

Laith Kalai (r) & Gaith Kalai

New survival kit CAC Unveils 
New Elementary 
School 
By Rob Mockrish, Superintendent, Cairo 
American College

On May 5th 2008, a groundbreaking cer-
emony for the construction of the new Ele-
mentary School at Cairo American College 
(CAC) took place, with students, faculty, 
staff and community members on hand to 
mark the occasion. The opening ceremo-
ny, held on August 15, 2010 was a huge 
success. Students and parents were pa-
tiently waiting for this event all last year, 
and they turned out en masse to embrace 
their new environment.  

The design of the new Elementary School 
captures the essence of a progressive, 
future oriented learning environment. 
Key features of this building include open 
spaces with multiple functionality, easy 
access and movement, and an environ-
ment-friendly design that takes advantage 
of the natural wind and sun patterns.  This 
four story building features the highest 
safety standards, functionality & acces-
sibility, and a design that utilizes local 
culture and materials. The new Elemen-
tary School is part of a  master plan to im-
prove and modernize the existing campus 
through newly constructed buildings and 
renovations school-wide. Improvements 
and construction to the CAC campus will 
create new learning opportunities for our 
students including an Elementary School 
library, Middle School/ High School library, 
Black Box Theatre, a renovated track and 
new fields, and multi-purpose spaces.  The 
vision is to develop world class facilities 
utilizing quality building standards and 
materials that support environmental sus-
tainability, a critical element of CAC’s long 
term legacy  and overall strategic plan. 

 We are pleased to invite you to view the CAC Master Plan which is available on our website: www.cacegypt.org.

(l to r) Marci Carrel, Nivine Captan-Amr, 
Rob Mockrish and Tony Moniz

CAC’s Superintendent Rob Mockrish.
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Students love goals and 6th graders at the 
American School of Doha recently had a 
mammoth one planted squarely on their 
shoulders. Over 140 students are being chal-
lenged to read at least 1,000,000 words for 
the 2010 - 2011 school year. 

Inspired by similar literacy campaigns like 
Read a Million Words Seattle! the idea is 
rooted in the concept that quantity mat-
ters. The classic 1988 study by Anderson, 
Wilson, and Fielding brought the idea to the 
forefront. It concluded students in the 90th 
percentile of achievement averaged 40 min-
utes of free-reading per day, or over 2 mil-
lion words annually, while those in the 10th 
percentile averaged just two minutes, or 
50,000 words per year.  

Since then, research continues to illustrate 
the clear connection between time spent 
independently reading and overall student 
achievement. Aspects like fluency, vocabu-
lary development, and background knowl-
edge, or schema, are all enhanced when 
students delve into the daily routine of free-
reading. Addressing the common myth that 
it is not quantity but just quality that matters in reading, professor Teri 
S. Lesesne emphatically states in her book Naked Reading: Uncovering 
What Tweens Need to Become Lifelong Readers: “WRONG!  How much 
we read does matter.”  

Current findings from Richard Allington of the University of Tennessee 
further support the argument as his study focused on those students 
least likely to succeed: at-risk students. In the study recently highlighted 
in a column by David Brooks in the New York Times, 852 disadvantaged 
students were given 12 books to bring home at the end of the school 

ASD’s 6th Graders Take the 1,000,000 
Word Challenge
By Matt Errico and Anita Reilly, MS Humanities, American School of Doha

year for three consecutive years. Remark-
ably, the evidence was clear: “They found 
that the students who brought the books 
home had significantly higher reading scores 
than other students.”

This school year, ASD’s 6th graders will 
monitor their independent reading using 
the Accelerated Reader computer program 
which currently has over 125,000 titles in 
its database. After students complete their 
self-selected books, they take short quiz-
zes to measure comprehension. A word 
count mechanism also keeps a running tally 
of each student’s free-reading progress. 
These quantitative features can be signifi-
cant motivational tools, functioning almost 
like points in a video game. In fact, last year, 
ASD’s top-performing 6th grader embraced 
the AR challenge to the tune of 71 books, 
a 91% quiz average, and over 4,000,000 
words!  

In the end, it’s about getting kids to read 
more. Nancy Atwell, author of the Reading 
Zone, said at a recent lecture: “The best stu-
dent readers are the students who read the 

most.”  ASD’s 6th graders are being challenged to achieve just that.  

Principal Steve Leever concurred, “We feel that part of the success we 
are seeing with students is tied to the amount they are reading. Most im-
portantly, our students are developing lifelong habits that will lead them 
to success in anything they attempt to master.”

Finding time to read independently is quite typical 
during a 6th grader’s day at ASD!

Students challenge themselves to get on the 
“1,000,000 Word” bulletin board.

• TED Talks, www.ted.com: TED stands for ‘Technology-Entertain-
ment-Design’ and features “riveting talks by remarkable people, free 
to the world” on “ideas worth spreading”. Download the videos for 
free (some talks are available as audio podcasts) – subtitles are pro-
vided in dozens of languages! For a sampling of TED Talks, search “A 
Taste of TED Talks” on iTunes.

Talks worth listening to:
• “How Mr Condom made Thailand a better place”: Mechai Viravaidya, 
Thailand’s “Mr Condom” (and past NESA keynoter), talks about im-
proving lives and reducing poverty through population control. Sup-
port the cause by dining at “Cabbages & Condoms” in Bangkok during 
the 2011 Spring Educators Conference!

• “Do Schools Kill Creativity?”: Creativity expert Sir Ken Robinson advo-
cates creating an educational system that nurtures, rather than under-
mines, creativity, and embraces multiple intelligences .
• “Bring on the learning revolution!”: Sir Ken Robinson, in a follow-up 
to his 2006 talk, proposes a radical change in our schools to cultivate 
creativity and acknowledge multiple intelligences.
• “A different way to think about creative genius”: Elizabeth Gilbert, au-
thor of Eat, Pray, Love, now a movie with Julia Roberts, talks about 
“having” a genius rather than “being” a genius.
• “My stroke of insight”: Jill Bolte Taylor, neuroanatomist who studied 
her own stroke while it happened, and who has become a powerful 
voice for brain recovery.
• “Take education seriously”: Michelle Obama, First Lady of the United 

Podcasts Worth Listening To. . .
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As the rain continued, the water rapidly rose engulfing entire communities. Over twenty million 
people fled, taking what little they could carry. Helplessly they watched their livelihoods, their 
crops, homes, livestock disappear before their eyes. Minutes turned into hours, and hours into 
weeks as these people clung to life, living only on the filthy river water while the enormity of the 
catastrophe finally reached the cities and the rest of the world. There was a desperate call for 
food, clean water, tents, clothing, medical supplies for the millions who had survived.

The National Honor Society and National Junior Honor Society of the Karachi American School 
rapidly moved into action. Presenting a demonstration on portable water purification systems, 
the NHS/NJHS mobilized the entire school community into action. The elementary school would 
supply food items, middle school mosquito nets, tents, and clothes, and the high school with do-
nations of money, and anything else to aid the victims of the floods. The money would go to the 
purchase of the water purification systems. Hearing of the drive, Tina Warren and Lori Riggle-
man from Lincoln School in Nepal got their Roots and Shoots club to raise money for the cause. 
Their contributions helped speed along the purchase of food and water purification systems.

Within a few weeks enough food, and other necessary items were collected to form a convoy of 
trucks and cars to take life-saving food, water, clothing, tents, and medical supplies to a village 
discovered by a former student. These villagers had not received any aid in several weeks. It was 

heartbreaking to see these people, so proud and self-sufficient now dependant on the aid of others. The village was described by those who brought in 
the aid as follows:

“The first thing to hit you was the blistering heat. Mud oozed over your shoes as you stepped out of the van. Then the flies and mosquitoes attacked you 
like an invading army. People looked at you with hopelessness and despair, and the stench of filth and death hung in the air. The trucks were looked upon 
at first as though they were a mirage. It took a few moments for the people to realize that we were there to help them, and were not just stopping to take 
pictures and leave them to their fate. As the water covers were taken from the trucks, the people realized that the food and water were for them. Men 
eagerly came forward and women cried as the first bottles of water were passed to them and they drank clean water for the first time in weeks. Their 
dried, cracked lips broke into smiles of gratitude as they took water back to their chil-
dren. Laughter could be heard as makeshift tents were erected. Soon the area looked 
like a small tent city as pots were placed over small fires to cook a real meal. It was 
heartwarming to see these once forgotten people so filled with pain now looking at 
you with eyes of gratitude and with hope for the future.”

In total, over 3,000 people received tents, food, water, and the small clinic medical 
supplies to last over two weeks. 

It will be months before these people will be able to be independent once again and 
go back to living off the land. The NHS/NJHS are continuing their flood relief activities 
and will continue to do so until these people can once again survive on their own and 
their first harvests can produce food, not only for themselves, but for the country as 
well.

By Terri Smith, Head Librarian and National Honor Society Advisor, Karachi American School

Karachi American School Flood Relief

States, advocates education as the key to closing the gap between “the 
world as it is and the world as it should be”.

• History of the World in 100 Objects, http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahis-
toryoftheworld: The history of the world as told through 100 objects 
from the British Museum’s collection. Presented by Neil MacGregor, 
Director of the British Museum. Free podcasts and informative website 
where you can add your own object!

• National Public Radio’s “Fresh Air”, http://www.npr.org: A Pea-
body Award-winning program hosted by Terry Gross, who interviews 
important figures in art, literature, cinema, politics, music, the sciences, 
economics – you name it!. It also features arts and music reviews from 

well-known critics.

• BBC World Service “Documentaries” Series, www.bbc.co.uk/pod-
casts/series/docarchive: A weekly BBC World Service program offering a 
wide range of documentaries and other presentations from different pre-
senters on topics of interest from all over the world.

• RSA Animate, http://comment.rsablogs.org.uk/videos/: Produced by 
RSA (Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and 
Commerce, www.thersa.org), talks are brought to life in ‘animated’ form – 
great for those ‘visual learners’. See Ken Robinson’s talk as an animation!
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“We shall never cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring 
will be to return to where we started, and to know the place for the first 
time.” - T.S. Eliot

Max was sitting in the middle of the classroom; the girls were in the front, 
their notebooks and colored pencils out, furiously copying down orga-
nizational masterpieces. He looked back over his shoulder at the boys 
in the back who had discovered a stray marble and were debating how 
best to smash it. The teacher was at the front talking about the Ameri-
can Revolution and how it had something to do with history. Max was 
bored. He raised his hand, “Can I go to the bathroom?” “No Max,” said his 
teacher, “we are at a very interesting point in our lesson, pay attention!” 
Max slumped down in his seat. “I wish I was in charge, he thought … I could 
make this so much better.”

The American School of Doha introduced the 1:1 laptop program to the 
7th and 8th grades. An event three years in the making, it was an exciting 
day for everyone involved. The theater was packed with kids and their 
parents, eager to take the digital plunge. The teachers lined the hallways 
with over 300 laptops, bracing for impact. Thirty minutes later, it was all 

The Digital Shift
By David Collett, Grade 8 History/IT, American School of Doha

over. A success! The network held up, logins worked and nary a smashed 
device could be found as the last of the kids filed out with their new prize 
tucked under their arm.

But what now? What effect will this actually have? Will plagiarism spiral 
out of control? Will Facebook and Messenger silence the happy chatter 
that usually dominates the hallways at lunch and break? Or will this herald 
a new chapter in the history of ASD? Has a new realm of collaboration and 
student learning just been conceived? Only time will tell. All we know for 
certain is there is no turning back and the future lies wonderfully undis-
covered before us.

I for one am every excited. I have been champing at the bit for this mo-
ment, and its realization has been a magnificent freeing of my imagination. 
But what do the students think? For the answer to this I turned to Twitter 
for student responses to the question: What do you hope will be different 
now we have computers for learning?

• “I hope that now we will be able to learn more independently and be able 
to use computers in more ways.” 
• “Now that we have computers for learning, I hope that they allow us to 
communicate better with our friends and teachers.”
• “I hope for more opportunities to arise to help us in a different way which 
is fun, but we are learning something at the same time.”

Max opened up his laptop. His background was a cat with a melon helmet. 
He smiled and clicked on Firefox. The Essential Question was, “How did the 
American Revolution lead to modern democracy?” The answer … was out 
there for him to discover.

One year from today, I hope to write a follow up article on the 1:1 program 
at ASD. I will comment on the successes yet to be succeeded, the inevi-
table catastrophes that lie yet to be catastrophized, and the journey it has 
taken to get there. For now it is the time to never cease from exploration. 
So let us begin.

Qatar Academy’s two-year old TAP program (Talents in Ability, Aptitude, 
Achievement and Performance) “recognizes the differentiated needs of highly 
able students and provides opportunities for these talented learners to broaden 
and extend their learning process,” according to TAP program co-coordinator 
Barbara Reynolds. 

One such opportunity was to spend two weeks in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, at the 
Carnegie Mellon Institute for Talented Elementary and Secondary Students (C-
MITES) Summer Program (July 4-19). Qatar Academy was the first international 
school to participate. From a pool of almost 1,200 applicants, Mursi Serag, Tan-
ya Shibu, Taran Kanabar, Fayadh Kabir, Al Jazi Al Thani and Sahana Kanabar 
were among the 487 students invited to attend several challenging classes.

From Doha to Pennsylvania Qatar Academy 
students take a two-week study trip to Pittsburgh

The kids with Barbara Reynolds (l) and 
Sandy Sheppard (r)

Louise Malinis – Public Relations (Media), Qatar Academy
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Sheikh Zayed International
Academy – Islamabad
Street #8, Sector H-8/4
Islamabad
PAKISTAN
Tel: +92-51-4447971/2
Fax: +92-51-4863383
szia_uae@emirates.net.ae
www.szia.ae
Head of Institution: Wafaa Abdul 
Ghaffar
   

Atomic Learning
11008 Homeplace Lane
Potomac
Minnesota
20854
USA
Tel: +1 320 639 5961
Fax: +1 603 215 0106
gdebakey@atomiclearning.com
www.atomiclearning.com
Head of Institution: George DeBakey

(l to r back row) Rob Mockrish, Kevin Schafer, Norma Hudson, Teresa Arpin 
of Transformation Systems, George Robinson, Rose Puffer, Harold Fleetman, 
Bea Cameron of Office of Overseas Schools
(l to r front row) George Damon, David Chojnacki, Tim Hansen, Deb Welch

The Digital Shift
President: Kevin Schafer (TAISM-Muscat)
Vice-President: Norma Hudson (ISG-Dhahran)
Treasurer: George Robinson (ACS-Abu Dhabi)
Secretary: Tim Hansen (Saudi Aramco Schools-Dhahran)

Directors At Large:
George Damon (ACS-Abu Dhabi)
Harold Fleetham (ASD-Dubai)
Rob Mockrish (CAC-Cairo)
Rose Puffer (ISOI-Islamabad)
Deb Welch (ASD-Doha)

THE NESA BOARD

Qatar Academy’s C-Mites 

In “Amusement Park Physics” class, students studied Newton’s Three Laws of 
Motion and visited Kennywood Amusement Park where rides became phys-
ics experiments. As a final project, they created a new ride and explained the 
physics behind it. In the “Programming Using Alice” class, students produced 
their own film or game for their families to watch. One student spent a week as 
an engineer while he studied and built bridges from popsicle sticks to K’NEX.

But it was not all lessons and experiments. Students spent afternoons swim-
ming, hiking and enjoying other ‘lifetime sports skills’ with the FITT Camp. 
Run by the Carnegie Mellon University Athletic Department, cultural activi-
ties included trips to the Pittsburgh Zoo, Carnegie Science Center, Carnegie 
Museum of Art and Natural History, Duquesne Incline and even a Pittsburgh 
Pirates baseball game.

“I think C-MITES enhances the TAP program. . .and adds another dimension 
and extension of learning for highly able children; we are looking at where to 
go from here’’ said Ms Reynolds.

NESA WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Dhirubhai Ambani International
School 
Bandra Kurla Complex
Mumbai
400098
INDIA
Tel: +912240617000
Fax: +912240617099
info@da-is.org
www.da-is.org
Head of Institution: Dermot Keegan

GEMS World Academy Dubai
P O Box 126260 Al Barsha South
Dubai
UAE
Tel: +971 4 373 6373
Fax: +971 4 323 3076
d.young_gwa@gemsedu.com
www.gemsworldacademy-dubai.com
Head of Institution: Dan E. Young

Qatar Academy – Al Khor
Corniche Street - Al Khor
QATAR
Tel: +974 44546786

Associate

Fax: +974 44546769
naljabi@qf.org.qa
www.qak.edu.qa
Head of Institution: Ghada Bou 
Zeineddine

Raffles International School, Dubai
P O Box No. 122900
Dubai
UAE
Tel: +9714 4271223
Fax: +9714 4271201
donavonr@rafflesis.com
www.rafflesis.com
Head of Institution: Donavon Reinsmoen

Shanghai American School 
258 Jin Feg Lu Minhang District Zhudi
Shanghai
201107
CHINA
Tel:  +8621 62211445
Fax: +8621 62211269
edprograms@saschina.org
www.saschina.org
Head of Institution: Kerry Jacobson

Supporting 

International Diagnostics 
Solutions   
1748 Kalorama road
NW Washington
DC 20009
USA
Tel: +1-800-407-7188
Fax: +1-202-380-9432
info@internationaldxs.com
www.internationaldxs.com
Head of Institution:  Richard Fleitas

Performance Learning Systems 
International
114 Milano Drive
Islamorada
FL 33036
USA
Tel: +1 305 394 5269
Fax: +1 305-735-4015
drjimdoran@mac.com
www.plsinternational.com
Head of Institution: Neil Rose
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> 2011 Winter Training
Institute > January 28-29, Doha

> 2011 Spring Educators 
Conference > April 2-5, Bangkok

NESA’s most significant professional development 
events are its annual conferences. Internationally-
known education experts at the top of their profes-
sion lead in-depth, interactive seminars and work-
shops. Conferences and institutes take place in 
hotels with modern conference facilities in exotic lo-
cales or at member schools throughout the region.

Winter Training Institute

WINTER TRAINING INSTITUTE
JANUARY 28-29, 2011

2011-2012 Events:
Fall Leadership Conference > October 20-23, 2011 (Cairo)
Fall Training Institute > October 28-29, 2011 (Abu Dhabi)
Winter Training Institute > January 26-27, 2012 (Muscat)
Spring Educators Conference > March 31-April 3, 2012 (Cairo)

The 2011 Winter Training Institute will take place on the campus of NESA 
member The American School of Doha, Qatar, January 28-29. This 
two-day conference is designed around a variety of topics of interest to 
specialists. The program is based on an “extended institute design” so 
delegates and presenters are together for the entire conference. This for-
mat allows time for skill development, in-depth exploration and the estab-
lishment of partnerships/networks.

NESA ‘GOING GREEN’: In the interest of environmental sustainabil-
ity, NESA no longer prints a WTI program or institute handouts. The WTI 
schedule, institute descriptions, speaker biographies and handouts are 
posted on the NESA website: www.nesacenter.org.

• Structured Word Inquiry: Developing literacy and critical think-
ing by scientific inquiry about how spelling works – PETE BOWERS, 
founder of the WordWorks Literacy Centre and co-organizer of the sum-
mer WordWorks Workshops on Wolfe Island, Ontario; author of Teaching 
How the Written Word Works.

• Early Childhood Literacy (Nurturing Young Writers) – MATT GLOV-
ER, consultant and speaker; author of Engaging Young Writers, Preschool-
Grade 1 (2009), and co-author of Already Ready: Nurturing Writers in 
Preschool and Kindergarten (2008). 

• Teaching for Understanding in Math – DAN MEYER, former high 
school mathematics teacher and national award winner for his work inte-
grating multimedia across mathematics; doctoral fellow at Stanford Uni-
versity in curriculum design and teacher education.

• The Emotionally Intelligent Teacher – BILL & OCHAN POWELL, au-
thors of Count Me In! Developing Inclusive International Schools (2000), 
Making the Difference: Differentiation in International Schools (2007) 
and Becoming an Emotionally Intelligent Teacher (2010); consultants for 
Education Across Frontiers.

• High School Studio Art (Honors/AP) — BARBARA SUNDAY, AP 
Studio Art teacher at Sentinel Secondary School in West Vancouver, On-
tario; AP Studio Art workshop and institute presenter internationally, and 
Table Leader for the AP Studio Art Reading for The College Board.

• Moving into Moodle: Advanced Training (Blended Learning Envi-
ronments) – JEFF UTECHT, High School Technology and Learning Coor-
dinator at International School Bangkok; educational technology consul-
tant, speaker, and author of Reach.

• Physical Education/Wellness – ROD THORPE, physical education 
consultant and teacher/coach trainer; co-developer of Teaching Games 
for Understanding, an approach used internationally by PE teachers and 
coaches.

Register online, www.nesacenter.org.
Early Bird registration deadline: December 21, 2010

Doha, Pearl Fountain

Volume 13 / Number 2 WINTER-SPRING 2011



>

Building Better Understanding 
of Math Content (grades 8-12) 
Perplexity: How do we cover necessary standards 
without making our students feel like math is a 
long, arbitrary checklist?

Structured Word Inquiry: 

Developing literacy and critical thinking by scientific 
inquiry about how spelling works (grades 3-8)
Presented by PETE BOWERS

Most of us assume that English spelling is “irregular” and 
full of exceptions. We teach rules of thumb that frequently 
break down and thus rely on memorization strategies. We 
don’t create meaningful, inquiry-driven learning experienc-
es in spelling like we target in other subject areas, but what 
alternative do teachers have?

This institute uses practical, classroom-based activities to 
show that English spelling is actually an extremely well-
ordered system for representing the meaning of words. 
Renowned linguist Noam Chomsky called it “near optimal” 
in 1968! 

Highlighted activities will make sense of English spelling 
by starting with the investigation of the meaning structure 
of words (bases, prefixes and suffixes). This institute will 
model many examples of scientific spelling inquiries. 

Schools working with the PYP and/or Understanding By De-
sign commit to placing inquiry as the driver of their instruc-
tion. Only instruction built on the linguistically accurate 
principles of English spelling show the ordered conventions 
of English spelling that can be investigated through scien-
tific inquiry.

peterbowers1@mac.com

Young children are capable of incredible thinking which 
can be seen in their writing when they see themselves as 
writers and when adults honor children’s approximations of 
writing. Using video clips and numerous authentic writing 
samples, participants will examine key beliefs about young 
writers. 

This institute will provide participants with practical, de-
velopmentally appropriate strategies that support young 
children as writers. In addition, participants will learn how 
these beliefs about young writers translate into instruc-

tional practices in early childhood classrooms, as well as 
fostering energy and motivation for writing.

The institute will be organized into three main sections:
1. Key Beliefs for Nurturing Young Writers
2. Structures and Supports for Young Writers
3. Increasing Energy and Motivation for Young Writers

mattglover@fuse.net

Presented by DAN MEYER

Perplexity is invaluable currency in the mathematics classroom. Perplex-
ity is the stuff of being perplexed. When students are perplexed, they 
aren’t asking, “When will we use this in real life?” because they’re too 
busy chasing down answers to rich mathematical questions they came 
up with themselves. When curriculum is perplexing, the teacher doesn’t 
have to announce the day’s objective, because perplexity nudges yester-
day’s concept naturally into today’s.

In this hands-on institute, we will discover methods for capturing perplex-
ity, from YouTube videos, TV shows, and movies; for creating perplexity, 
using free and cheap technology; and for presenting perplexity, using ped-
agogy that draws in every learner, that knows when to give the student 
help and when to get out of the student’s way. NOTE: Delegates need to 
bring a laptop to this institute.

dan@mrmeyer.com

Presented by MATT GLOVER

Nurturing Young Writers (K-2)

For comprehensive institute descriptions, speaker biographies and handouts, please see the NESA website: www.nesacenter.org



>    EVENTS / WINTER-SPRING 2011page 3

The Emotionally Intelligent 
Teacher (K-12)
Presented by WILLIAM POWELL & OCHAN KUSUMA-POWELL

We know that all learning takes place in a social context 
and that relationships of enquiry are critical in an effective 
classroom. We also know that teachers are the architects of 
these learning relationships. How does teacher emotional 
intelligence affect student learning? What impact does 
teacher self-knowledge have on how we select our percep-
tion or construct our expectations of students? How well do 
we really know our professional selves?

This two-day institute is based on two premises. The first 
is that teachers with high emotional intelligence are more 
effective in the classroom than those with low emotional 
intelligence. The second premise is that emotional intelli-
gence is malleable and can be developed. In other words, all 
teachers can further develop their emotional intelligence.

Bpowell@eduxfrontiers.org,

Okpowell@eduxfrontiers.org

Preparing for Successful Portfolios in 
HS Studio Art (grades 9-12)
Presented by BARBARA SUNDAY

The overall focus of this institute will be building successful 
student portfolios using critical protocols derived from the 
newly aligned Advanced Placement Studio Art Rubrics. In 
this two-day session, time will be devoted to reviewing the 
nature of the three AP Studio Art Portfolio Exams. Through 
examination of a range of student examples, discussion will 
cover the three sections of each of the Drawing, 2-D De-

sign, and 3-D Design Portfolios. Pre AP, Vertical Teaming, 
and program building issues will also be included.

NOTE: Delegates are strongly encouraged to bring a laptop 
to this institute.

bsunday@sd45.bc.ca

The latest statistics out of the US show that 80 percent of college fresh-
men will take at least one online course. Most of these classes will be in 
the form of a “blended classroom”, meaning that time will be spent both 
in a traditional classroom and online. This institute will focus on creating 
a blended classroom for learning. We will discuss tools such as Moodle, 
blogs, wikis, podcasts and videos. We will also discuss how pedagogy 
changes within a blended classroom environment and how true student-
centered learning is created with technology.

Building Student Centered 
Blended Learning Environments 
(Moving into Moodle), MS-HS
Presented by JEFF UTECHT

As part of this institute, we will look at ways to manage your virtual class-
room and create a plan for how you can incorporate it into your everyday 
teaching and make it just what you do. Teaching in a blended classroom 
is not about knowing technology, it is about having a mind set of allowing 
students to take control of the content and helping them to make meaning 
and create knowledge from it in multiple forms, styles, and media.

NOTE: Delegates need to bring a laptop to this institute.

jutecht@gmail.com, jeffutecht.com

For comprehensive institute descriptions, speaker biographies and handouts, please see the NESA website: www.nesacenter.org
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This institute will ask teachers to reflect on their teaching 
of games, not least by taking part in practical sessions to 
help them grasp both the theory behind the approach and 
take away some practical examples. The sessions will fo-
cus on Teaching Games for Understanding and the related 
Games Sense approaches to Games Teaching. Time will be 
devoted to the impact of this approach on the design of 
a Games Curriculum by examining the core principles of 
games and classification of games. Some sessions will be 
quite generic (eg, when addressing early years learning), 

Games for Understanding: 
The Games Sense Approach to Teaching 
Games (grades 1-12)
Presented by ROD THORPE

while others will work within an exemplar sport.

The approach was initially designed, in part, to address the 
issue of teaching and coaching groups with a wide spread 
of ability; how to include more people with physical disabili-
ties is addressed. The theoretical aspects will be introduced 
within an applied context and will focus particularly on what 
motivates young people to take part in PE and Sport and 
how young people learn.

rodthorpe@tiscali.co.uk

Spring Educators Conference

SPRING EDUCATORS CONFERENCE
APRIL 2-5, 2011

NESA educators will again gather in exotic Bangkok at the Royal Orchid 
Sheraton Hotel, April 2-5, 2011. NESA has worked with its Profes-
sional Development Advisory Committee (PDAC) and Teacher Represen-
tatives to plan an outstanding program featuring keynotes, in-depth ‘insti-
tutes’ (4-hours long), teacher-led workshops, and of course, opportunities 
to network with colleagues.

Early bird registration deadline: February 26.
Register online: www.nesacenter.org

Hotel room reservations are made directly with the Royal Orchid Shera-
ton. Please download a room reservation form from the NESA website, as 
well as the conference schedule and speaker handouts.

PRECONFERENCE, April 1:
• Council of International Schools Accreditation Workshop, “The 
Team Visit”

KEYNOTE PRESENTERS:
• BILL MAGEE: DDS, MD, a leading plastic and craniofacial surgeon, co-
founder and CEO of Operation Smile, a worldwide children’s medical char-
ity dedicated to improving the lives of children and young adults (www.
operationsmile.org).
• DOUGLAS REEVES: Author of, 101 Questions and Answers about 
Standards, Assessments and Accountability.
• KATHY STEVENS: Executive Director of the Gurian Institute.
• DAMIAN COOPER: consultant in instruction and assessment; author of 
Talk About Assessment: High School Strategies and Tools (2010).

FOUR-HOUR INSTITUTES:
• Gender Issues – KATHY STEVENS, Executive Director of the Gurian In-
stitute (www.gurianinstitute.com); co-author of The Minds of Boys, Strate-
gies for Teaching Boys & Girls: Elementary and Secondary, and Successful 
Single-Sex Classrooms.
• Data Analysis – DOUGLAS REEVES, CEO and founder of the Center for 
Performance Assessment, founder of The Leadership and Learning Cen-
ter, and author of, 101 Questions and Answers about Standards, Assess-
ments and Accountability.
• Socratic Seminars (two-day institute) – JOHN ZOLA, conference 
presenter and in-service trainer in Socratic Seminars, civics education, 
and teaching strategies; former high school social studies teacher and 
instructor at the University of Colorado.
• Storytelling, Reading, Performance Literacy – BRETT DILLINGHAM, 
performer and teacher of storytelling and performance literacy; author of 

For comprehensive institute descriptions, speaker biographies and handouts, please see the NESA website: www.nesacenter.org
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the children’s book, Raven Day, and the textbook, Performance Literacy 
Through Storytelling.
• Music – RUSSELL ROBINSON, Professor of Music Education at the Uni-
versity of Florida; author of Songwriting Made Easy!
• Technology Supporting 21st Century Skills – ILENA KEY, Professor 
of Instructional Technology at Lehigh University.
• Drama as a Teaching Tool – DEVON RILEY, drama in education spe-
cialist and consultant; Elementary and Middle School Drama Teacher at 
the International School of Kenya; former drama and arts integration spe-
cialist at Bailey’s Elementary School for the Arts and Sciences in Fairfax 
County, Virginia.
• World Languages – CHRISTY BROWN, Project Director for the AERO 
World Languages project and Past-President of the American Council of 
Teachers of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).
• MS/HS Assessment – KRISTINA DOUBET, Professor of Mathematics 
Education at James Madison University (JMU) in Harrisonburg, Virginia; 
staff developer and faculty coach for schools and districts implementing 
differentiated instruction in math.
• Secondary Literacy – JANINE KING, Middle School Literacy Coach with 
Seattle Public Schools; literacy consultant in Dubai, Singapore and Mum-
bai; co-author (with Bonnie Campbell Hill and Katherine Schlick Noe) of, 
Literature Circles in the Middle School: One Teacher’s Journey.

• Assessment of Special Needs Students – LEE ANN JUNG, Professor 
in the Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education program at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky.
• Formative Assessment – DAMIAN COOPER, independent education 
consultant in instruction and assessment; author of Talk About Assess-
ment: High School Strategies and Tools (2010) and Talk About Assess-
ment: Strategies and Tools to Improve Learning (2007).
• Brain-Based Learning – JOHN ALMARODE, educator, staff develop-
er and presenter specializing in the role of brain research in education 
(www.thebrainway.com); author of the children’s book, Dylan Discovers 
His Brain.
• Use of the AERO Math Framework – ERMA ANDERSON, Science/
Mathematics Consultant with the Office of Overseas Schools AERO Proj-
ect and the US High School Redesign Project.
• High School Science – GERRY WHEELER, former Executive Director of 
the National Science Teachers Association and former Program Director 
at the American Association for the Advancement of Science.
• Literacy – NANCY JOHNSON, Eighth Grade Reading/Language Arts 
Teacher at the Singapore American School; former Professor of English/
Language Arts Education at Western Washington University; co-author 
(with Cyndi Giorgis) of The Wonder of It All: When Literature and Literacy 
Intersect (2007).

For comprehensive institute descriptions, speaker biographies and handouts, please see the NESA website: www.nesacenter.org

Performance Literacy Through 
Storytelling (grades 1-12)
Presented by BRETT DILLINGHAM

Performance literacy is the process of teaching students 
to write and perform their own stories. In contrast to more 
traditional storytelling applications in schools, the perfor-
mance literacy process uses storytelling to develop all 
components of literacy, encouraging both academic and 
social growth. It is accessible to all students, and appears 
especially beneficial for ELL populations.

Performance literacy increases students’ language devel-
opment, vocabulary, and comprehension; internalizes an 
understanding of the writing process; integrates learning 

across the content areas; develops speaking and listening 
skills; and deepens the connection between home, school, 
and community.

During the institute, participants will create a visual portrait 
of a story, write a story, tell two stories (their own and a 
classmate’s) and learn some of the finer points of perform-
ing. They will be prepared to teach their students and have 
a formal storytelling performance for parents/community.

brett@brettdillingham.com

www.brettdillingham.com

Socratic seminars are a specific type of 
teacher-led classroom discussion that 
promote higher-level thinking, more care-

ful reading of texts, and increased skills of classroom and civic discus-
sion. Teachers who rigorously implement Socratic seminars in their class-
rooms report a delightful, and sometimes surprising, degree of student 
engagement and thinking.

This two-day institute (two 4-hour sessions) will provide basic seminar 
training so that participants can return to their own classrooms and begin 

Socratic Seminar Leader Training 
(MS/HS)
Presented by JOHN ZOLA

to conduct their own seminars. Socratic seminar training is highly par-
ticipatory and interactive. Participants engage in two “adult” seminars on 
texts that will be provided. We will use these experiences to explore the 
nature of Socratic seminars and examine ways of effectively implement-
ing them in our classrooms. An opportunity to lead and participate in 
“micro” seminars will also be provided. Additional topics covered include 
text selection, assessment and grading, and creating a “culture” of So-
cratic inquiry in the classroom.

jzola53@yahoo.com, johnzola.com
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Presented by RUSSELL ROBINSON

Music (K-12)
Creative Rehearsal Techniques for Today’s Music 
Classrooms

AERO Math/Algebraic Thinking (grades 6-10)
Presented by ERMA ANDERSON

Dr Robinson will demonstrate his proven techniques for teaching today’s students. How are students different in the 21st 
century? How are they the same? What are the uses and abuses of positive reinforcement? What is reinforcement error? 
Is what students see and hear what you’ll get? How do we know students have learned in music? In addition, the institute 
will include exercises in teaching improvisation and use of effective warm-ups that lead to success in ensemble settings 
for elementary, middle school and high school. Dr Robinson will explore all of these questions and more in an interactive 
setting. Complimentary music and materials will be provided.

Songwriting in the Classroom
This institute is for all teachers, not just music teachers! No music knowledge is required. (Just desire!) We remember what we sing, and we remember 
songs more than we remember words or facts. (How do you remember the alphabet?) Music brings the concepts to life. In this institute, all teachers will 
learn how to write a song. More importantly, teaching students to write songs can reinforce any learning concepts taught in your classroom. The ses-
sion will be based on Dr Robinson’s book, Songwriting Made Easy! Yes, anyone can write a song. Just like your students, you will have fun writing and 
performing your own songs!

RussRobGville@aol.com  www.RussellRobinson.com

Using the AERO Mathematics Framework for Assess-
ing Instruction and Student Learning
Determining what students know and can do in mathematics is a challenge for all teachers, and yet effective assessment 
practices can better inform instructional decision making, and can help students become more accountable for their own 
learning. In this institute, teachers of mathematics in grades 6-10 will explore how the new AERO Mathematics Standards 
can assist teachers in constructing assessment tools to gather the information necessary to reflect on instruction and 
evaluate the depth of student understanding and the quality of their resulting student work.

Assessing Algebraic Thinking: More Than Symbol Manipulation
Developing students’ ability to reason is key to helping them learn and make sense of mathematics. In this institute, teachers of mathematics, grades 
6-10, will explore one strand of the AERO Mathematics Framework—the nature of algebraic thinking—and develop strategies for encouraging the de-
velopment of algebraic thinking in their students. Through the examination of student tasks and student work, participants will learn to: 1) recognize and 
build on opportunities for algebraic thinking; 2) analyze students’ algebraic thinking; and 3) pose questions that encourage the development of algebraic 
thinking.

ermaander@gmail.com

In this institute, participants will be introduced to a set of research-based strategies that will increase student engage-
ment, improve the climate for learning, and inevitably lead to improved student learning. Through a combination of pre-
sentation, video-clips and activities, Mr Cooper will engage participants in an examination of current assessment research, 
as well as demonstrate “assessment for learning” strategies.  

Mr Cooper will also make a keynote presentation in Bangkok.                  dcooper3@rogers.com

Assessment for Learning: Classroom 
Strategies to Improve Learning
Presented by DAMIAN COOPER
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“Drama is a natural process through which 
human beings can explore and expand 
their own ideas and potential.”  
— Karen  L. Erickson 

With this idea in mind, participants will learn drama integration techniques 
that will enhance student learning and classroom instruction. We will ex-
plore how the natural connections that drama has in the elementary class-

Writers Workshop in Middle and High School 
(grades 4-12)

Writers Workshop
Presented by JANINE KING

The steps of the writing process will provide an outline for 
participants as we write our way through the two founda-
tional units of writers workshop – the personal narrative 
and the personal essay. Then we will discuss the next steps 
to creating a yearlong plan for writing by looking at other 
narrative and expository writing units to create a balanced 
writing curriculum for the year. Participants will also learn 
the embedded structures and methods necessary for suc-
cessful workshop teaching and learning, including: creating 

an environment that promotes independence and collabo-
ration, the use of anchor charts to capture teaching points, 
differentiation through whole class and small group instruc-
tion and individual writing conferences, and the most im-
portant tool in the workshop, the writers notebook. Please 
bring your favorite writing tool and your own writers note-
book. If you don’t have one, this will be a great opportunity 
to start one!

The Three Pillars of Writers Workshop: the mini-lesson, individual 
student conferences and writers notebooks (grades 4-12)
Are you having a hard time keeping your mini-lesson mini? Are your writ-
ing conferences just not getting off the ground? Are your students less 
than exuberant about writing in their writers notebooks? In this institute 
participants will focus on the three components of workshop that are not 
only the cornerstones of a writers workshop classroom, but are also often 
the hardest to perfect. Using a basic format, you will learn how to write and 
deliver an effective mini-lesson based on modeling, explanation and a clear 

teaching point. You will learn how to follow up the mini-lesson with indi-
vidual conferences that enhance and differentiate your instruction. We 
will discuss an important but often overlooked component of conferring 
– record keeping. Finally, we will explore the all-important writers note-
book and how it can make the biggest difference in a student’s perception 
of him or herself as a writer.

jaking@seattleschools.org

Drama Integration in the 
Elementary Classroom (grades 3-5)
Presented by DEVON RILEY

room will help develop student concentration, cooperation, and imagina-
tion. The institute will also teach practical drama integration lessons that 
can be used across the Language Arts and Social Studies curriculums. 
Participants will take away from this institute strategies and techniques 
to bring active and dramatic learning into their classroom, and the confi-
dence to put their new knowledge to use. This institute will require active 
participation - be prepared to move, engage, and create.
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