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Agenda 
 

• Introduction  
 
• What is Critical Race Theory, Critical Pedagogy and the 
Hidden Curriculum? 

• Turn and Talk… 

• What is Cultural Responsive Teaching? 

• Framework(s) for Culturally Responsive Teaching 

•  T-Chart Activity 

• Resources and Authors  
 
 

 



What is Critical Race Theory? 
 
• CRT recognizes that racism is engrained in the fabric and 
system of  the American society.  

• The individual racist need not exist to note that institutional 
racism is pervasive in the dominant culture.  

• This is the analytical lens that CRT uses in examining existing 
power structures. 

• CRT identifies that these power structures are based on white 
privilege and white supremacy, which perpetuates the 
marginalization. 



What is Critical Pedagogy? 
 
• Critical Pedagogy is a teaching approach which 
attempts to help students question and challenge 
domination, and the beliefs and practices that 
perpetuate it (such as the cultural deficit  
paradigm). 

• Teachers need to be critically conscious and use an 
analytical lens (the hope is that teachers will help 
students learn to do this as well). 



What is the Hidden Curriculum? 
 
The hidden curriculum reinforces social reproduction 
and cultural hegemony by preserving the interests of  a 
dominating group. 



Turn and Talk …..  
 
In what ways have you helped 
perpetuate the dominant culture or 
possibly marginalize a student in 
your classroom? 
 
A story of  skin color in the art room…. 
 



What is Culturally Responsive Teaching? 
Two Important Authors : Geneva Gay & Gloria Ladson-Billings 

Culturally Responsive Teaching is a 
pedagogy that recognizes the importance 
of  including students' cultural references 
in all aspects of  learning (Ladson-Billings, 
1994).  
Geneva Gay 
 



 

Some of  the characteristics of  culturally 
responsive teaching are: 
 
• Positive perspectives on parents and families 
• Communication of  high expectations 
• Learning within the context of  culture 
• Student-centered instruction 
• Culturally mediated instruction 
• Reshaping the curriculum 
• Teacher as facilitator 
 



Four Conditions Necessary for 
 Culturally Responsive Teaching 

 
1. Establish Inclusion 
2. Develop Positive Attitude 
3. Enhance Meaning 
4. Engender Competence 





T- Chart Activity with group 
Use the characteristics, conditions, and principles charts as a guide 

 
What culturally 
responsive practices are 
we already using?  
 
 

What culturally 
responsive practices do 
we need to put more 
effort into? 
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